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June Owen 
FX-6 Personal Privacy 

Dear Coi:nrri~nity M~mber: 

In December 2008, an EPA fac.t sheet ~ounced the avc1.i)ability of the Tevhilical Assistance 
Services for Co:rnmµniti~s (I' ASC) program for its work at the Santa Susan~-Fi~ld . Laboratory. 
(SSFL). ·The TASC is fund~p ~d managed. under a riafional EPA contract, and provides an 
independ~nt environmen~I exp~rt tp ~ist the comm!JpJty to unders.tMd EPA's work and 
provide input int() tll~ process. . · 

Initially, two grp1,1ps nm4~ fonnal expressions of ipterest in receiving T ASC services, followed 
later_)Y a tpird group. Through numerous discuss.ions with various &ctive members of the 
coriiihunity, EPA le¥11ed that ther~ was opposition to TASC. 

On May 27, 2009, a TASC irtfonnational me~ting was attended by ·a TASC contractor and many 
community m¢mb¢rs wµo expressec,I strongly-held opj:>osin:g viewpoints. While spme attendees 
supported TAS.C and: waf)t~ to rec.eive TASC services, others were opposed to TASC being 
made available t<niny gl'OUp. . 

. . .. .. ,. :·· :·· ·;•: ': ~ : . ···: .,,... . ' . . ... :·; 

So~e atteod~es questione4, Jhe T A,SC ptogr?,m' s ~biHty to fin9 an independent technical advisor 
sufflciently qua,liffod W _t~yi~w the higply technical radiologte~l ilocuim;µts. Others claimed that 
the existing ~s~.i. :.mt~r~g~hsi w ,~rJsi.oup was sufficient _to rpeet tlleir needs an~ ·protested the 
additional nre~~jngs they _wpti~4 ·have to attend. Some wer~ _concerned that T ASC would not be 

. . focused on EPA's work but on long-debated sources of the original contamination and 
chaJlenges abq;yt ~l~Hri~p ·p~st health impacts. . . . . . . . ., ' . . ·; , 

EPA spent con~i4tr~1:1le .ti01.e cons~diring all of the comments receive.cl at the infonnational 
meetin&, and throu_gh ppori~ q.lls _an4. direct cpnvei:s~tions. EPA attempted to find a process to 
-provide TASC servi¢¢s that was iq~lµsi.ve of vaJio.ll~ perspectives while ad~ressing copcems. 

· ·. Uased on · sigp.ifi¢.@t. tjppositidp · to _TASC, EPA Region IX has decided not to ptovide TASC
. s~rvltes for its radjologtcflf'suivey work at the SSFL, · at the present time. EPA reiriains open to· 
. providing TASC services .ifan'.·ap:pr<>priate process can be established br potentially folded irito 
· .the public pariitipation efforts of the State agency that has lead responsibility for the cleanup, 

DTSC. . 
:··. 
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EPA's TASC contract manager, Luis Gatcia-Bakarich, is currently on extended Family Leave. 
For questions about the TASC program, please contact Dana Barton at 415-972-3087. For 
questions about EPA' s community involvement activities at SSFL, please contact myself at 415-
972-3245 or at EPA's toll-free message line, 800-231-3075, or via e-mail at 
cooper.david@epa.gov. 

David Cooper 
Community Involvement Coordinator 




